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“In July the Origanum Kent Beauty is at its best.  Beautiful in its fragility, with an 

intoxicating whiff that wafts past your nostrils as you pick and collect.  Once picked it is 
left to dry in the cool for use in December…in my Christmas wreaths.” – Nicola Rotton 

 
News from no.10 -  
 
We have now had a few frosts but my pots of 
pelargoniums are still putting on a good show.  
Coming back from a walk last week, I chatted to 
Annie Wilson in her front garden and admired 
these late flowering clematis – almost velvet! 
 
November is a time for planning in the garden 
and I have just ordered a selection of tulips in 
orange and dark red hues to plant in ‘the’ 
border.  One of my successes this year was 
growing zinnia from seed and, inspired by our 
excellent talk this month, I want to extend my 
cutting garden.  So … I have ordered Cranberry 
& lime zinnia seeds, eschscholzia & (a shorter) 
verbena and salvia viridis Blue Monday …  

watch 
this 
space! 
 
 
Keep smiling, Sue Cook 
 



Weeding by Michael Hamburger 
Michael Hamburger (1924 – 2007) was born into a German family of Jewish descent in Berlin, emigrating 
with them to England in 1933.  He lived in Sussex and was a translator of German poetry and a friend of 
W G Sebald. 
 
1 
Here I am again with my sickle, spade, and hoe 
To decide over life and death, presume to call  
This plant a ‘weed’, that one ‘flower’, 
Adam’s prerogative, hereditary power 
I can’t renounce.  And yet I know, I know, 
It is a single generator drives them all, 
And drives my murderous, my ordering hand. 
 
These foxgloves, these red poppies, I let them stand, 
Though I did not sow them.  Slash the fruit-bearing bramble,  
Dig out ground elder, bindweed, stinging nettle,  
Real rivals, invaders whose roots ramble, 
Robbing or strangling those of more delicate plants. 
Or perhaps it’s their strength, putting me on my mettle 
To fight them for space, resist their advance. 

                                  
 

2 
I stop. I drop the spade, 
Mop my face, consider: 
Who’s overrun the earth 
And almost outrun it? 
Who’ll make it run out? 
Who bores and guts it? 
Pollutes and mutates it? 
Corrodes and explodes it? 
Each leaf that is laid 
On the soil will feed it, 
Turning death into birth. 
If the cycle is breaking 
Who brought it about? 
 

3 
I shall go again to the overgrown plot 
With my sickle, hoe, spade, 
But use no weed killer, however selective, 
No chemicals, no machine. 
Already the nettles, ground elder, bindweed 
Spring up again. 
It’s a good fight, as long as neither wins, 
There are fruit to pick, unpoisoned, 
Weeds to look at.  I call them ‘wildflowers’. 



“There are always flowers for those that 
want to see them” Henri Matisse 
 
“A weed is but an unloved flower”  
Ella Wheeler Wilcox 
 
 

“She wore flowers in her hair and carried 
magic secrets in her eyes”  

Arundhati Ray 
 

“Where flowers bloom, so does hope”  
Lady Bird Johnson 

 
 
“Gardens and flowers have a way of 
bringing people together, drawing them 
from their homes” Clare Ansberry 
 

 
 

“Tulip Barbados – This is one of the most 
beautiful tulips I have ever seen, it starts with a 
strong green streak and then slowly deepens to 

this magnificant red – NR” 



On Monday 8 November, after Godmanchester in Bloom's AGM, highlighting all the work 
done by GiB over the last two years and plans for the future, we were treated to a lively, 
informative and wide-ranging talk by Nicola Rotton of www.bloom-and-blossom.co.uk. 
 

Nicola began growing and selling flowers ten years 
ago, in her garden and allotment and two other 
sites, which meant a lot of cycling around 
Cambridge.  She then found a field of one acre she 
could use, in return for looking after the owners' 
garden; there she concentrated on growing cut 
flowers in the beds she reclaimed from the field, 
occasionally looking up to watch the birds of prey 
circling overhead.  Then in 2019, she had to give up 
the field and move some of the plants back to her 
1/4-acre garden, where she now combines flowers 
and shrubs. 
 
Nicola's talk was entitled "A Week in the Life of a 
Flower Farmer" and she asked us what we thought 
she did: suggestions included growing, picking, 
arranging and selling flowers, growing foliage such 
as shrubs (eucalyptus, exochorda, pittosporum, 
leaves of buddleia and peony) and grasses, 

planning what to grow (following her heart, not fashion), collecting seed, drying flowers, 
watering, and, she added, mulching. 
 
Although there is no typical 
week, there are routine 
tasks, such as working on 
Mondays with Joe, who 
helps with various gardening 
tasks, and picking, arranging 
and delivering flowers on 
Thursday and Friday, for 
regular orders and special 
events such as parties and 
weddings.  The rest of the 
week is filled with watering, 
checking the plants, planning 
and the other jobs of a self-
employed Flower Farmer.  



“Think Autumn, think 
Chrysanthemum …. these beauties 
are adding to the other rich autumnal 
colours - NR” 

 
When arranging flowers, Nicola does not use Oasis, 
which is not biodegradable, but prefers moss or 
other sustainable materials. If flowers such as 
tulips, narcissus, peonies, ranunculus or scabious 
are ready to be picked too soon, she suggested 
wrapping them in paper and storing in the fridge 
until needed, but couldn't say if that would work 
for shop bought flowers, which might have already 
travelled a long way.  If possible, she advised 
looking for a local flower grower, for seasonal and 
sustainable flowers. 
 

Nicola grows her plants from 
seed, starting them in her small 
greenhouse, if necessary, 
overwintering in a cold frame, at 
the risk of being eaten by mice, 
and planting out when ready, as 
the plants then are better 
adapted to the local growing 
conditions than plant plugs 
bought in from elsewhere, which 
may have been forced. 
 
Everything in Nicola's garden is composted and she uses her home-made compost for 
planting and mulching, as well as the RHS compost SylvaGrow.  Nicola can now allow 
herself a short break, until the spring bulbs start flowering again. 
 
I tried to keep up with the names of plants Nicola grows, but quickly lost track, so am 
eagerly awaiting the list she will send, which I will forward to garden club members.   
It was a fun evening, with lots of interaction and participation from us in response to 
Nicola's obvious enjoyment of what she does. 



 
“Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabelle’ - Another 
wonderful plant. Vast white blooms that mellow to a 
pale green.  In my garden it is growing in friendly co-
existence with Persicaria - NR” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next month… 
Christmas Party £1.00 gift challenge -  
Hermien pointed out that it is difficult to find a gift for just £1.00 and suggested increasing 
the amount to £1.50 or £2.00, to be spent only on garden-related gifts, but there have been 
a couple of other suggestions. 
We could all bring items of non-perishable food to donate to the foodbank or give 
donations, e.g. £2.00, towards a plant or tree from Garden Club. 
Any other ideas/preferences?  Please let me know as soon as possible, so that we can 
prepare for the Party. 
 

There will be a short talk by Kye 
Jerrom on the Fish Ladder at the Mill 
Steps before the party.  
 

Josephine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Josephine first met Nicola when she 
provided and arranged the flowers 
for her daughter Hannah’s wedding – 
what a beautiful bouquet! 
 


