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“Keep on sewing your seed, for you never know which will grow – perhaps it all will” 

Albert Einstein 
 

News from no.10 
While enjoying the bright sunny weather for 
walking, at least when the worst of the frost 
has gone, I am still happy to leave any work in 
the garden to Alastair!  This coming year, 
inspired by our speaker in November, Nicola 
Rotten, I plan to have a cutting bed on the 
allotment.  I think I mentioned before that I 
have bought lots of zinnia seeds but I have also 
invested in – Bupleurum rotundifolium, I love 
the acid green foliage (Right); Salvia viridis 
‘Blue’, also known as Blue Clary (Below); Cosmos ‘Bright Lights, loved by bees’ and Verbena 
rigida. We already have Verbena bonariensis in the garden but I thought we ought to try its 
shorter, hopefully densely flowering, cousin! 
Keep smiling and enjoy perusing the catalogues,  

Sue Cook 



On a sunny day I enjoyed a stroll around the garden.  There are already plants pushing up 
out of the soil, some flower buds, even some flowers.  I saw aconites, snowdrops, bergenia 
buds and vinca, primula and primrose flowers, as well as winter jasmine, of course. 
Inevitably, I also saw what needed doing and thought about what I wanted to achieve this 
year and that means seeds. 
Last year I again collected seed from the garden.  In the past I have also shared seeds with 
friends and love to know who gave me the seeds for a particular plant. 
How do you decide which seeds to plant?  Do you save your own seed?  Do you swap and 
share with friends?  Do you spend hours poring over beautiful seed catalogues?  It can be so 
tempting and, in the past, I have bought far too many seed packets. 
Seeds are amazing: a basic definition is that they are embryonic plants in protective outer 
coverings.  As gardeners know, they come in many different shapes and sizes, but all are 
capable of growing into a plant, in the right circumstances.  It is almost the quintessence of 
spring, that time of renewal, to watch seeds gradually germinate, develop their little 
cotyledon leaves and grow into tiny plants, needing care and nurturing to grow into the 
decorative or productive plants we planned.  
 

 
 

Seeds of various plants. Row 1: poppy, red pepper, 
strawberry, apple tree, blackberry, rice, carum, Row 
2: mustard, eggplant, physalis, grapes, raspberries, 
red rice, patchouli, Row 3: figs, lycium barbarum, 
beets, blueberries, golden kiwifruit, rosehip, 
basil, Row 4: pink pepper, tomato, radish, carrot, 
matthiola, dill, coriander, Row 5: black pepper, 
white cabbage, napa cabbage, seabuckthorn, 
parsley, dandelion, capsella bursa-pastoris, Row 
6: cauliflower, radish, kiwifruit, grenadilla, passion 
fruit, melissa, tagetes erecta 
 



Seeds can also become an obsession, or even a 
job, as we can read in Grace Alexander: Gather 

"I can pinpoint the exact moment that I decided 
that I was going to become a seed merchant. 
Where I was sitting, what I was doing.  

What I was doing was sorting out my seed tin. 

Possibly this should be tins, in the plural. I had 
recently graduated to a tin for flowers and a tin for 
vegetables, plus an extra box for beans and peas. 
They seem to split and scatter, however you 
secure the envelopes. In January, I would tip them onto the rug in front of the fire, and put 
them carefully in piles. Early sowings for the hardy annuals, later ones for the tenders and 
the biennials. Tops of the toppling piles for the absolute must haves (aquilegia, tweedia, and 
copper stocks), with plenty of bread-and-butter stalwarts (ammi, cosmos, daucus, all the 
grasses). Half an eye on what I had and another on what I didn’t, because you never want to 
leave seed ordering too late and miss out, and however many I had, it was never enough. A 
different colour here, and new, improved variety there.  

And after an hour or so, with a notepad filling up with another list, with squares sketched 
on sheets of A3 to try and fit everything into my field in some semblance of order, I would 
put all the seeds back in the tin any old how. Because then, on another day, I could do it all 
again. Maybe alphabetically this time. Maybe into direct sown and indirect sown. 

Some days, I just looked at them." 

https://www.gracealexanderflowers.co.uk/gather-home 
 
Gather with Grace Alexander is an on-line monthy 
membership space for stepping away from the noise and 
escaping into the world of flowers.   
 



Kew Millenium Seed Bank 
Seeds are so important for our own survival, 
that they are collected and stored in 
underground seed banks.  The Millennium 
Seed Bank hides an underground collection 
of over 2.4 billion seeds from around the 
world, banking them to conserve them for 
the future.  With two in five plant species at 
risk of extinction, it’s a race against time to 
protect our incredible plant life.  By storing 
seeds ex situ (away from their natural 
habitat) and supporting seed banks in 
countries around the globe, we are giving a safe home to some of the world’s most 
threatened plants.    

Wakehurst Place has nearly all the UK’s native 
plant species preserved in its seed bank (see 
photo on first page.  

This scientific hub is a great introduction into the 
vital work that Kew scientists do every day.  

In fact, many of the plants grown in Wakehurst’s 
botanic garden started their life in this very place.  

The Kew Millenium Seed Bank, the world's largest 
conservation project, can be visited.  Details and 
information can be seen here: 
https://www.kew.org/wakehurst/whats-at-
wakehurst/millennium-seed-bank 
 
I need to plan a visit there! (Me too! Editor) 
  

 
DID YOU KNOW?  

Plant material from Howard Carter's discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb were sent back 
to Kew for identification.  

 
The following speakers have been booked for 2022   
 
February 14th Oscar Jennings talk on the Godmanchester Plant Nursery  
March 14th  Kye Jerrom: The Fish Ladder at the Mill Steps 
May 9th  tbc 
June A visit to a Garden or Plant Nursery 
July Our annual Garden Party! 
I hope we can be together as planned soon! Josephine 



Miss Willmott’s ghost 
Ellen was well known for 
acquiring plants from any source, 
whether local gardens or from 
self-funded plant hunting 
expeditions around the world. 
Her trademark was scattering 
seeds in many gardens she 
visited, no doubt to the 
disgruntlement of the owners. 
The favoured seed for this 
purpose was Eryngium giganteum 
now known universally as “Miss 
Willmott’s Ghost”. This is a sea 
holly with thistle like blue flowers 
and spiny, silvery leaves with a 
particular iridescence in the 
twilight. I first encountered this 
striking plant in a garden on a 
murky day on the west coast of Nova Scotia. It skulks in secret places at Warley Place as a 
constant reminder. 
 
https://www.landofthefanns.org/story/15-miss-willmotts-ghost/ 
 
A Moment of Glory 
Can I share a photo from part of our garden lawn taken on February 21st last year? 
A beautiful stand of Crocus tommasinianus … not planted by us in any part of the garden in 
over 40 years but, naturalised in the lawn from many years ago.  The moment of glory does 
not last forever though as the birds seem to love the anthers and turn the beauty into a 
minor flower battlefield in no time!  
Anne Looker 
 



 
 
 
Here are a few photos of a project we did in the 
garden last summer to make life a bit easier for 
ourselves.  We had part of the garden gravelled.   
Our Hydrangeas had a good summer and 
bloomed all season giving us great pleasure.  
  

Louise & Dennis Cook 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pam Sneath 
found these amazing 
images on Facebook 
and thought we might 
enjoy them and maybe 
even find them 
inspirational! 
 
(I challenge you?! Editor) 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/185243203401219/ 
permalink/328975562361315/ 
 

 


