
Godmanchester Garden Club Newsletter  

May 2022  

 
Araucaria araucana  

 
News from no.10 

This month I thought I’d share with 
you some of the florific highlights of 
our recent trip to the Isle of Wight.  It 
was our first visit to this pretty island – 
perfect for walkers at this time of year, 
so many wild flowers.  The woodland 
and coastal walks were reminiscent of 
Cornwall but with added downs walks 
too with many cowslips and early 
orchids as well as great views.   
 
 
See pink wood 
anemonies at 
NT Borthwood 
copse and 
ramsons (Allium 
ursinum) at 
Appuldurcombe 
ruins. 
There was more 
formal planting 
too with the 
stunning 
combination of 
tulips and 
wallflowers at 
Osborne House.  



For most of the 
trip we stayed at 
Ventnor with the 
botanical gardens 
just down the road 
from us; here I 
spied a truly Giant 
Herb Robert 
(Geranium 
maderense) below 
– identified with 
the help of Google 
Lens!  

The majestic Echium pininana were 
everywhere but we also saw this pink 
Echium candicans, the pride of 
Maderia, in someones garden!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We visited the model village at Godshill, a 1/10 scale model of Godshill with Shanklin old 
village included, established in 1952 it is also an RHS Partner Garden.  They have built up a 
huge collection of conifers and shrubs over the last 50 years.  The trees are chosen for their 
willingness to respond to coarse bonsai; they are pruned regularly to retain their small size, 
clipping branches and roots where necessary, anything from twice a week to three times a 
year. 
 

 
 
 
 



Other exotic blooms that caught my eye (and nose!) were the giant honeybush (Left, 
Melianthus major, in the gardens of  Farringford, former home of  Tennyson) and 
Beschomeria yuccoides (Right, at NT Mottistone where we spent a happy couple of hours 
just sitting in deckchairs enjoying the beautiful gardens, bliss). 
 

 
A fiend of mine collects photos of “Toilets I have enjoyed using” – this one, covered with 
wisteria, that we found at the garlic farm, certainly fits the desciption!! 
 
I hope that you have 
enjoyed this Cook’s 
tour of the Isle of 
Wight.   Don’t forget to 
take photographs when 
you go on your travels!  
Josephine and I would 
love to include them, 
and any other titbits 
you come across, in the 
newsletter.  All 
contributions gratefully 
received… 
Keep smiling 
Sue Cook



The Monkey Puzzle Tree 
 
There is a quiet sheltered solitude  
Beyond Persephone,  
 
Hidden from the shadowed lands  
Far from the raging sea.  
 
Where a peace like thunder, strong and 
stark,  
Bleeds through the morning dew,  
 
Like the whisper from a yesterday  
Time once attended to.  
 
Here the stardust knows your name,  
And calls you ever near -  
 
She gently sighs that wonderment  
You knew you'd never hear.  
 
And fills you with such mystery  
You were sure you'd never see,  
 
Where hearts never beat alone  
Under the Monkey Puzzle Tree.  
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At our last meeting, we were treated to an interesting, informative and wide-ranging talk by 
David Gedye: “Looking for a Tree, Finding a Pinetum”. 
 
We had tried at least twice before to arrange this talk, but Covid-19 thwarted us and this 
time we were lucky that David made it back from a trip to Scotland, despite a serious 
accident near Perth, on his way back. 
 
Sue sent me a link to an article written by David about the first monkey puzzle trees grown 
in the U.K. and this footnote at the end of the article gives some insight into what sparked 
David’s interest in the trees and the photographs and drawings of them. 



“Footnote 
My interest in monkey puzzle trees began with a family story about my 
great-great-grandfather, Philip Frost of Dropmore, growing the very first 
monkey puzzle tree in England. I soon realised this could not be true. Philip 
Frost was born in 1804, nine years after Menzies brought back the first trees, 
but there are always grains of truth in stories passed down the generations. 
Frost had the privilege of growing a Menzies original tree (the King William 
tree) and a tree raised from a cutting from a Menzies original tree (the stolen 
cutting). He also grew one of the trees Macrae germinated while still on 
board the Blonde and given to Dropmore in October 1826 by the 
Horticultural Society. It was planted into the pinetum in 1830 and, from all 
the descriptions, became the finest Araucaria of the nineteenth century, 
Veitch’s nursery acknowledged the tree’s stature when they wrote “Of the 
larger trees of known repute the first place must be given to the superb 
specimen at Dropmore” (Kent A. H., 1900). In 1850, Lady Grenville 
commissioned the botanical artist, William Richardson, to paint the tree (Gedye,D.,2016). In 1870 Augustus 
Mongredien used a painting of the tree as a frontspiece to his book, Trees & Shrubs for English Plantations 
(Mongredian, 75 A. 1870). In 1872 Frost was photographed standing in front of it (T.G.C., 1872). Veitch’s 
nursery used a photograph of the Dropmore tree to illustrate their1881Manual of Coniferae (Veitch,1881; 
The Garden,1883). Ravenscroft sent William Richardson back to Dropmore to paint the tree for his book, 
Pinetum Britannicum (Ravenscroft, 1884). Shephard (2003) used the Ravenscroft illustration in her book 
“Seeds of Fortune”, the history of the Veitch family and in ”Blue Orchid and Large Tree”, the story of the 
Lobb brothers, co-written with Musgrave (Shephard & Musgrave, 2014). Photographs of the tree are held in 
the Phillimore family albums (Phillimore) and framed photographs of it hang in the RHS Lindley Library. 
Elwes and Henry (1906) used a photograph of it taken in 1903. It was, by then, dead and was cut down in 
1905. 
 
https://www.dendrology.org/publications/dendrology/the-introduction-of-araucaria-araucana-into-the-
british-isles/“ 
 

As well as learning about the monkey puzzle 
trees, we heard something about David’s own 
career, particularly how he ended up living and 
working at High Wycombe, near the Dropmore 
estate and his many attempts to access the 
grounds.  The beautiful building, built by Lord 
Grenville, the Prime Minister responsible for 
initiating legislation to end slavery, for himself 
and his wife from 1792 to 1795, was then 
owned by Mahdi Al Tajir and as it had been 
declared an embassy of the U.A.E, was not 
accessible. The grounds were overgrown and at 
that time, 1980s, David had only limited 
information about the planting.  
 
He continued to drive to the estate, but did not 
manage to access it until, by chance, in 2007 
when his son’s wedding was taking place in 
nearby Taplow.  His sisters came from Scotland 
and he drove them to the estate where their 



great-great-grandfather had worked as Head Gardener 
and cared for the monkey puzzle trees, as well as 
raising a Douglas Fir from the seed David Douglas sent 
back from Canada.  To his surprise, the gates were 
open and workmen were restoring the house.  David 
took the opportunity to explore the grounds and found 
both a monkey puzzle tree and a Douglas fir. 
 
The 2008 crash put an end to that restoration, which 
would have seen the house divided into 50 
apartments, rather than remaining in its original grand 
state.  However, it was subsequently bought by Mr 
Livingstone, a multimillionaire, who intended to live 
there. 
 
By this time, David had more information about the 
planting of the Pinetum, including work done for the 
Forestry Commission, who sent Alan Mitchell to survey 
the trees at Dropmore in 1963.  David wrote to Mr Livingstone, explaining his interest and 
asked to visit. The detailed map of the grounds prepared for the Tree Register enabled 
David to identify the place of trees he was looking for.  The monkey puzzle tree was by then 
dead, but the Douglas fir still existed in 2016, although it had suffered as a result of the 
earlier neglect and from lightning strikes. 
 
Since then, the privately owned grounds have not been accessible, but David had achieved 

his goal of seeing the Pinetum, locating the 
places where his great-great-grandfather had 
planted the trees, as well as amassing so much 
research information that he wrote a book: 
“Araucaria: The Monkey Puzzle: How the 
Monkey Puzzle Made its Way from Chile to 
Europe and Became a Favourite of Victorian 
Gardeners”, 2019,  
available from David as well as Amazon.  Profits 
from the sale go to a charity in Chile which 
trains young people to care for the Araucaria, 
which is threatened in its home country. 
 
We all enjoyed the talk and learnt so much 
about monkey puzzle trees, the Dropmore 
estate and David’s research and were grateful 
that he had at last managed to come, despite a 
nasty car accident.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
One of the plum cordons, which flowered profusely in spring, is now overrun with aphids, 
despite grease bands over winter.  A winter wash might have helped, but we were too late 
thinking of it!  We are attempting to control them, but… 
 
“Aphids are among the most destructive insect pests on cultivated plants in temperate 
regions. In addition to weakening the plant by sucking sap, they act as vectors for plant 
viruses and disfigure ornamental plants with deposits of honeydew and the subsequent 
growth of sooty moulds. Because of their ability to rapidly increase in numbers by asexual 
reproduction and telescopic development, they are a highly successful group of organisms 
from an ecological standpoint.” 
Wikipedia 
 
Aphids are amazingly fast at reproducing, with an interesting life cycle: 
“Aphids are small sap-sucking insects and members of the superfamily Aphidoidea. Common 
names include greenfly and blackfly,[a] although individuals within a species can vary widely 
in color. The group includes the fluffy white woolly aphids. A typical life cycle involves 
flightless females giving live birth to female nymphs—who may also be already pregnant, an 
adaptation scientists call telescopic development—without the involvement of 

Left: The Gardener by Lizzie 
Riches, a magical realism painter 
Above: The Gardener’s Assistant 
by the same artist 
 
Lizzie was born in East London in 
1950 and grew up near Epping 
Forest, where she first developed 
her love of nature. She attended 
both Camberwell School of Art and 
Goldsmiths but didn’t feel 
comfortable with the painting 
styles of the time and developed 
her own visual language. See 
https://www.periodportraits.com/m
y-life-in-pictures-lizzie-riches 



males. Maturing rapidly, females breed profusely so 
that the number of these insects multiplies quickly. 
Winged females may develop later in the season, 
allowing the insects to colonize new plants. 
In temperate regions, a phase of sexual 
reproduction occurs in the autumn, with the insects 
often overwintering as eggs.” 
Wikipedia 
 
I have tried squishing them off the leaves, but there 
are far too many.  I have tried spraying with diluted 
washing up liquid, but it is a laborious task.  What 
next?  I’m pinning my hopes on natural predators; 
ladybird and hoverfly larvae.  The danger is that I 
squish them and their eggs while I try to remove the 
aphids! 
 
Right: The ladybird life cycle is similar to that of aphids  

Left: As is that of the hoverfly 
 
 
So, I am trying to be careful 
when squishing and spraying 
the aphids. 
How do you deal with aphids 
in your garden? 
 

Josephine 


